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‘CLINICS. 
CLINICAL LECTURE. 


Clinical Lecture on two cases of Pneu- 
monia, complicated by Nephritis. By 
HanpFietp Jones, M. D., Physician to St. 
Mary’s Hospital. 

W. S., et. twenty-four years, a painter, 
had had a cough for three years or more. 
Three weeks before admission he was taken 
with shivering, pain in the chest, and dysp- 
nea, with increase of cough. Since then 
he had become much worse, with increase 
of the latter two symptoms. The date of 
the actual commencement of pneumonia in 
this case appeared uncertain. Usually it is 
reckoned from the rigor; but as this had 
occurred three weeks before his admission, 
it is hardly probable that the lung inflam- 
mation, which was still extending on admis- 
sion, had existed all this time. The site of 
the pneumonia, and its limited extent at first, 
as well as the subsequent spread, indicate 





its recent origin. Thus, on the first day, 
there were found at the lower part of the 
right lung posteriorly bronchial breathing, 
bronchophony, and dulness on percussion ; 
higher up the breathing was good, but it was 
weak universally in the left lung. On the 
following day the lips were parched, the 
tongue furred, the sputa scanty and rusty, 
and the physical signs indicated that the 
hepatization had extended nearly to the 
spine of the scapula, while at the left base 
the vesicular murmur was to some extent 
replaced by small crepitation. 

On the fourth day the hepatization was 
lessening in the right lung. On the fifth 
moist rale wag heard at the base. On the 
sixth the bronchial breathing had disap- 
peared. On the seventh the temperature 
was falling, as was the pulse; but on the 
eighth both were still febrile (pulee 105, and . 
temperature 100.4°), and the same on the 
ninth day. On the eighth both lungs were 
free, with the exception of some crepitations 
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at the right base. On the tenth the pulse § 
and temperature were normal, and the dis-§ 
ease may be said to have come to an end. 
This summary shows positively that the 
inflammatory exudation was in great mea- 
eure reabsorbed before the pyrexia ceased. 
An important complication observed on 
the third day was nephritis in a well-marked 
form, evidenced by the deep-coloured. 
smoky appearance of the urine, which de- 
posited a considerable amount of brownish 
sediment, consisting of red globules, brown- 
ish pigment, granular pigmentary casts, 
larger non-granular fibrinous casts, and a 
slight amount of albumen. Indeed, it pre- 
sented precisely the same characters as in 
cases of nephritis after scarlatina; but there 
was no history of any such recent affection, 
and though the point was not specially in- 
vestigated, it seemed to Dr. Handfield Jones 


very unlikely that, had the patient suffered | 


from this malady, he would not have men- 
tioned it. On the first day nothing was 
given buta saline diuretic; the intention 
being to see how the disease would act 
if left pretty well alone. The next day} 
six leeches were obliged to be put on to 
relieve the pain in the right side and 
back. Jpecacuanha and opium were given 
freely. The third day his pain was re- 
lieved, but his respiration was more fre- 
quent, and the state of the urine, as well 
as his general condition, made it clear that 
tonic medication was urgently needed. The 
solution of muriate of iron was administered 
pretty freely, and it seems not doubtful that 
it acted very beneficially. It told, however, 
much more on the local changes than on the 
general pyrexia. In seventy-two hours after 
it was first taken, the left lung, which had 
been in some measure involved, was quite 
free, and the right was clearing up rapidly, 
bronchial breathing having ceased, and cre- 
pitatio redux being heard all over the back ; 
also the urine had become nearly natural ; 
but the temperature and the pulee were still 
high—103.4° and 116 respectively. The in- 
tention with whicl: the iron was administered 











was to sustain the flagging force of the 
heart’s action, and to contract the dilated 
arterioles and capillaries in the inflamed lung 
and kidneys, and so diminish the hyperemia 
which supplied the exudation. These objects 
it accomplished very well, but it seemed at 
the same time to render the expectoration 
more difficult, especially at the upper right 





front,where special uneasiness was felt. The 
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salutary effect of the drug in such cases as 
this is closely paralleled by its action in ery- 
sipelas. The diet was generous, and six 
ounces of brandy were ordered at the same 
time as the perchloride of iron. 

The second case is that of H. M., aged 
twenty-five, a baker. He was taken ill at 
3 A. M. of the day of admission, after work- 
ing all night. He was habitually much 
exposed to alternations of heat and cold. His 
first symptom was pain in the left side of a 
sharp character. Shivering came on at 8 
A. M., while he was out, and lasted an hour 
and a half. On admission in the forenoon his 
temperature was 103°; his pulse some hours 
later 117, large and soft. Eight leeches were 
applied to the seat of pain. On auscultation 
Dr. Handfield Jones found no positive evi- 
dence of morbid action; the breathing was 
fairly good throughout the right lung, at the 
left posterior base it was weak and imperfect, 
but at the seat of pain only some roughening 
of the breath-sound could be heard. The 
expectoration was markedly blood-tinged. 
A linseed poultice was applied to the left 
side, and a draught, consisting of ipecacu- 
anha, opium, and nitrous ether in acetate of 
ammonia solution, was ordered. On the 
following day the pulse was 135, excited 
and rather tense ; the temperature 104°; the 
urine dark-coloured, with a dark sediment 
consisting of renal particles, and short, wide, 
distinctly pigmental casts of a specific grav- 
ity of 1013, and not albuminous, or only very 
slightly 80. The addition of five grains of 
nitrate of potash to the draught was ordered, 
and four ounces of brandy. On the third 
day there was only slight pain on cough, 
and the expectoration was muco- watery, and 
but little stained ; the pulse 126, weak ; the 
temperature 1048°, The urine was of 
very dark colour, and highly albuminous ; 
the air entered into the right lung tolerably 
well posteriorly, and on the left side it en- 
tered very feebly and imperfectly, only some 
obscure réle being audible. Twenty minims 
of the muriate of iron solution every three 
hours were now ordered. From that time the 
pulse improved, and on the second day the 
temperature began to decline, while the 
urine gradually resumed its normal charac- 
ters; but the cough became hard and re- 
mained troublesome. Four days after the 
administration of the iron the pulse was 70 
and weak; the temperature 97.9°; the left 
side was free from pain ; the urine quite clear, 
and light coloured; and the patient slept 





OLINIOS. 115 


albumen, and the resonance and breathing § laminaria tents, as they are apt to bring on se- 


well, The next day the urine was free from injections, unless the os is first dilated with 
good on both sides posteriorly, though the; vere uterine colics. By means of fine probes 


expiration was rather prolonged at the right} of whalebone or flexible metal, round which 

base. He continued to make a good re- Sa thin film of fine cotton-wool is wrapped, al- 

covery and shortly left the hospital. With; terative applications can readily be made to 

regard to the albuminuria he affirmed that‘ theinterior of the uterus, without pain or 

he had not been in the way of scarlet =e In the very numerous cases in which 
; 


this plan of treatment has been carried out, 
in no single instance has anything but the 
greatest benefit accrued. It is no doubt ad- 
visable to select the cases judiciously, and 
where there is much uterine tenderness, 
intra-uterine treatment should be postponed 
until this has been diminished by rest, leech- 
ing, &c.; but with proper precautions the 
treatment is perfectly safe. A concentrated 
by physical, but there is no doubt that}solution of carbolic acid, eighty parts to 
pleuritis of the left side existed, as well as} twenty of water, is used ; and it acts so well 
considerable congestion of that lung, though } that for a long time nothing else has been 
actual hepatization does not seem to have?employed. Alter the first application the 
occurred. The renal inflammation seems} discharge is sometimes increased, but after 
to have set in together with the pulmonary, § the second or third it is generally greatly 
and both terminated nearly at the same $ diminished, and a single application is often 
time. It seems most probable that Ce eennen to cure superficial erosions of the 
had a common cause. How far the cartier jcesvis. Asa rule, there is no difficulty in 
part of the treatment was beneficial is not ; passing the probes, as in true uterine catarrh 
clear. It is noteworthy that consolidation: the os is invariably patulous. As the case 
of the lung did not occur, and that the py-3i improves the patulous state of the os dimin- 
rexial period was of short duration. In any $ishes, and this is found to be one of the 
ease, Dr. Jones believed it was a prudent } most certain signs of improvement. 
preliminary to the administration of iron, 3 The following cases are selected, not be- 
which in the form of the ammonio-chloride {cause they present any peculiar features, 
was certainly to all appearance of much ser-§ but because each of them had been assidu- 
vice, just as it so frequently is in cases of}ously treated for lengthened periods by the 
scarlatinal dropsy.—Lancet, July 2, 1870. ordinary methods employed, and without 
- permanent relief, while they were rapidly 
Clinical Lecture on Cases of Successful ; cured as soon as the true seat of disease was 
Treatment of Uterine Catarrh by Internal tacked 
Application of Carbolic Acid. By W.5 Mrs. P., aged thirty-three, was the 
Prayrair, M. D., Physician to King’s; mother of four children, the youngest of 
College UHospital. whom was six years of age. Ever aince the 
In a large proportion of old standing cases ; birth of her last child she had suffered from 
of uterine catarrh it is hopeless to expect sialon diseases, the prominent symptoms 
permanent cure by any means which do not } being constant bearing-down pain which 
act directly on the seat of the disease, which S entirely incapacitated her for work, and a 
is the lining membrane of the cavity of {very profuse leucorrheal discharge of a 
the uterus and cervical canal beyond the ; transparent gelatinous character. The lat- 
external os; accompanied, of course, with } ter was steadily increasing, and she became 
secondary morbid states of the body of the }now thin and cachectic. The menstrual 
uterus and cervix, such as hypertrophy, } flow was irregular, scanty and very painful. 
congestion, &c. Rest, applications to the } The uterus was large and tender on pres- 
exterior of the cervix, and general treatment }sure ; the cervix greatly hypertrophied, and 
will unquestionably cause a temporary im- $covered with a villous erosion, which bled 
provement, but on a recurrence to the old jon being touched. The Jeucorrheal dis- 
habits of life all the old symptoms return. {charge was seen to issue freely from the os 
There are serious objections to intra-uterine ?uteri. During six months the patient had 


he certainly on admission presented no 
traces of sore- throat or of eruption. 

This man’s illness extended over about 
six days, reckoning from its commencement 
to the time when defervescence was com- 
plete. The temperature was declining two 
days before it reached its lowest point ; sub- 
sequently it rose a little, The lung affec- 
tion was more marked by general signs than 
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attended the out-patient department of a§the direction of the right broad ligament— 


metropolitan hospital, and during two 
months she had been treated generally, 
with occasional applications of tincture of 
iodine to the cervix. Her general health im- 
proved somewhat, but the uterine symptoms 
did not become much better, while the dis- 
charge continued unabated. She was then 
treated by the intra-uterine application of 
carbolic acid once a week, along with the 
application of iodized cotton and glycerine 
to the cervix. After the third application 
the discharge was much diminished, and 





the erosion of the cervix almost healed. 


probably the remains of an old attack of 
parametritis. There was, however, no swell- 
ing or tenderness on pressure in that situa- 
tion. 

The carbolic-acid treatment was then 
commenced, and from the very patulous 
condition of the os the probes could be 
passed with great ease. An immediate im- 
provement commenced. In two months 
the uterus and cervix were much diminished 
in size, the discharge lessened, and the pa- 
tient was able to walk about with ease, and 
to attend to her duties. In six months she 


In four months the patient was perfectly § was perfectly well, and the probes could no 


well; the uterus being of normal size, 
and the uterine leucorrheea having entirely 
disappeared. She has since remained per- 
fectly well in every respect. 

M., aged twenty-six, domestic servant, 
had suffered from uterine disease for four 
years, with constant pain, and the discharge 
was so profuse that it ran freely from her, 
and incapacitated her for work. She had, 
on two occasions, been an in-door patient 
ina metropolitan hospital for several months, 
gaining only temporary relief. On examina- 
tion the uterus was seen to be large and 
heavy, the cervix greatly eroded, and the os 





patulous, admitting the sound with ease. 
A glairy discharge was pouring out abun- 
dantly. After the fitth intra-uterine appli- 
cation of carbolic acid, the discharge, which 
had continued unabated for four years, al- 
most entirely ceased. There remained 
neither pain nor bearing down. The patient 
was able to walk a good distance, and carry 
weights without inconvenience, for the first 
time since the onset of her illness. She had 
gained in flesh and general health. 

Mrs. K., aged twenty six, the mother of 
four children, had suffered greatly for three 
years from uterine disease, and had under- 
gone a variety of treatment, including re- 
peated leeching of uterus, and the applica- 
tion of potassa fusa to the cervix,without any 
permanent relief. She was entirely unable to 
walk, in consequence of bearing down pain 
and profuse leucorrhceal discharge. The 
menstrual flow was irregular and scanty. 
On examination, the uterus and cervix were 


both greatly hypertrophied. The latter was ¢ 


longer be passed through the os, which had 
resumed its natural dimensions.—Lancet, 
July 2, 1870. 


HOSPITAL NOTES AND GLEANINGS. 


Aneurism of Innominate Artery success- 
fully treated by Ice and Rest.—On May 26, 
we had the pleasure of attending Mr. Coote’s 
visit to certain of his wards, and as some 
of the cases were of unusual interest it may 
be well to give brief notes of these. The 
case which most attracted our attention was 
one of innominate aneurism in Henry VIII. 
ward. The patient, a man aged about 35, 
was admitted on November 9h, 1869, 
having noticed some swelling in the right 
side of the root of the neck for three weeks 
only. He could not attribute it to any blow 
or strain, nor had he been out of health, but 
the swelling once noticed increased so rapid- 
ly that when he came into the hospital the 
man was nearly suffocated by it and suffered 
from excessive pain about the right shoulder 
and behind the ears. The tumour itself was 
reported at this time to be the size of a 
large orange, very prominent, thin-walled, 
and with violent pulsation, so that it felt as 
if on the point of bursting. The man was 
at once put to bed and kept at perfect rest. 
A blister was applied over the swelling and 
afterwards it was painted with iodine, but 
without any notable effect. 

Early in December a bladder of ice was 
applied over the aneurism, and this treat- 
ment has been constantly kept up since— 
except during the night, when the melting 


softened, and covered with granular erosion, ¢ and replenishing of the ice disturbed the 


which bled on being touched. Much glairy 
discharge exuded from the os. The uterus 
was anteverted, and the cervix exposed with 
difficulty. A band of adhesion was felt in 


man’s sleeptoo much. For along while per- 
fect rest was maintained, but free meat diet 
was permitted from the first, and the aneur- 








1m made marvellous progress towards re- 
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covery. He could not raise his hand on 
admission, but he now pulls himself up in 
bed easily with the right hand. There is no 
obvious prominence, and although one still 
detects a considerably extended area of im- 
pulse, yet this is quite quiet, and the mani- 
pulation gives no pain. The radial pulsa- 
tion at the wrist is small, but quite percep- 
tible, and when asked how he feels the man 
describes himself as ‘‘ Fine. Eats hearty, 
sleeps well, and no pain.’’ The ice-bladder 
is still worn, although the diet just now is 
somewhat modified on account of an attack 
of orchitis which has declared itself during 
the past few days.—Med. Times and Gaz., 
June 11, 1870. 

Treatment of Various Cases by Irriga- 
tion, at St. Mary’s Hospital.—Mr. Haynes 
Watton has. during the last two years, 
been treating various cases admitted under 
his charge by the old-fashioned method of 
irrigation, The cases were the result of 
various kinds of accidents, and consisted of 
compound fractures, lacerated wounds, am- 
putations, etc.; but all coincided in this 
respect, that sloughing and very extensive 
suppuration were to be expected in all. Ir- 
rigation is described and strongly recom- 


mended in all works on the principles of 
surgery; but, owing to the great difficulty 
of rigging up, at a short notice, any appara- 
tus that will be thoroughly effective, and 
yet not cause the patient discomfort by wet- 
ting the bed, it is not nearly so much used 


in hospital practice as it ought to be. The 
apparatus spoken of in most books, while 
perfectly efficient as to the manner in which 
the water is to be kept dropping on the 
affected limb, does not provide for the com- 
plete conveyance away of the fluid after it 
has done its duty and passed over the limb. 
It is to this that Mr. Walton has directed 
hig attention and an apparatus may now 
be seen in use at St. Mary’s Hospital, which 
answers the purpose perfectly. For this per- 
fected apparatus, Mr. Walton is indebted 
to his friend Mr. Greenway, of Plymouth, 
who has done so much to improve surgical 
appliances. For description here, it is 
enough to say that the limb is swung from 
a cradle on a sort of a tray, which collects 
the water as it drips on the limb from above, 
and discharges it by a waste pipe into a ves- 
sel which can be placed under the bed. A 
macintosh placed under the tray prevents 
all chance of the bed being wet. The fol- 
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lowing good results have been attained by 
irrigation. Water, by constantly passing 
over suppurating wounds, carries away all 
offensive discharges, and no smell or accu- 
mulation of pus occurs. The freedom from 
smell and the rapid removal of foul discharge 
cannot but be beneficial to the patient. The 
elevated temperature of the inflamed part is 
lowered, and this is not only grateful to the 
patient, but, by preventing congestion, in- 
flammation, and the consequent strangula- 
tion of the parts, prevents also the destruc- 
tive cellulitis which usually follows injuries 
as those to be described. A direct saving 
is accomplished by the fact that no poultices 
are needed ; one piece of lint to cover the 
wound being all the dressing required daily, 
To the water may be added a weak solution 
of carbolic acid; but this is often dispensed 
with.—Brit. Med. Journ., June 18, 1870. 


Disinfectant Treatment of Operation 
Wounds.—T wo or three cases of amputation 
of the thigh called for some comment upon 
the “disinfectant treatment of operation 
wounds.” Mr. Coote stated that he was 
firmly opposed to the germ theory of disease, 
and cared little for putrefaction in wounds. 
His invariable method of dressing the wound 
after amputation is to insert two or three 
metallic sutures, support the flaps by broad 
straps between these, apply dry lint over 
the wound and bandage the stump up. It 
is left in this state for four or five days, and 
then, on removing the dressings, there is 
usually some putrefaction somewhere; but 
the greater part of the flaps are often already 
firmly united, and there is seldom much 
trouble afterwards. Thread ligatures Mr. 
Coote considers “the most harmless little 
things in the world.”"—Med. Times and 
Gaz., June 11, 1870. 

Hysterical Malingering.—The two fol- 
lowing cases, treated in the Kent and Can- 
terbury Hospital, illustrate some points in 
connection with this. In one of them, the 
patient, then a girl, was, twenty years ago, 
the subject of wide-spread popular interest, 
on account of her supposed existence with- 
out food. Her imposture was, however, 
detected ; and she ultimately gave up fasting, 
and is now quite fat. In illustration of the 
sequel of these cases, we may add that, 
although it is believed that the girl never 
had any organic disease whatever, she still 
keeps her bed; and that from long disuse, 
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her joints have become contracted. For the 
following further account of the case and 
of the mode in which the cure was accom- 
plished we are indebted to Mr. Andrews, of ; 
Canterbury, under whose care the patient 
now is. 

‘“‘When I came to Canterbury in 1850, I 
found the girl among the parish cases, with 
*scrofula’ entered as the malady from which 
she was suffering. She was lying with her 
knees drawn up, so as to have ample room 
in a child’s cot for her length. She had a 
running of watery matter from under one or $ 
both knees, as if the skin had chafed at the 
contact of the thigh and leg. I could see 
nothing else the matter with her. She was 
always moaning or making a peevish noise 
when I went, and had her head muffled up 
in some finery and frills to her cap, so as to 
hide nearly all her face. Her mother always 
said she never ate nor drank anything, and 
had not done so for over twelve months. 
She would suck fruit, her mother said, and 
spit out all the pulp; and that was all the 
nourishment she would own to her taking. 
She said she never had an evacuation from 
the bowels, and but very seldom from the 
bladder, and then in very small quantity. 
I simply did not believe her, and looked on 
it as a morbid state of mind requiring sym- 
pathy. The mother being, in my mind, the 
impostor, I used to see the girl regularly, 
and gradually got her to chat and leave off 
some of her finery, by bantering her. She 
has learnt to play chess, and is a very fair 
player. She does a great deal of embroid- 
ery, crochet, and tatting work ; and is quite 
a woman of the world, although bedridden 
from her legs being cramped up so long. 
In her first illness, she was attended by one 
of the hospital surgeons, and perhaps made 
rather too much of. She can now eat or 
drink anything; is a good-looking woman ; 
suffers from indigestion occasionally, with 
headache and constipation; but has good 
health generally, and is stout and strong.’’ 

The second case was one in which a girl 
who kept her bed presented symptoms of 
vesical irritation, and voided a great number 
of fleshy masses, coated with blood and cal- 
careous deposit. Subsequently, she began 
to pass portions of stone, which were iden- 
tified as flint. It was also ascertained that 
the fleshy substances consisted of portions 
of the sound of a fish. The girl was at the 
time confined to her bed, and was under the 
care of a physician. This case occurred in 
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1854, We were informed that the girl sub- 
sequently recovered and desisted from her 


; attempts at deception; but that she recently 


died of cancer of the bladder.—Brit. Med. 
Journ. June 18, 1870. 


MEDICAL NEWS. 
DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


Smallpox and the Protective Powers of 
Vaccination in the City of Providence.— 
Dr. Epwin M. Snow, the very intelligent 
and efficient superintendent of health of 
the city of Providence in a late report 
(1869) to the Board of Aldermen, states 
some facts of the most conclusive charac- 
ter as regards this subject, and which are 
of the greatest interest at the present time. 

He states ‘‘the experience of the last six 
months affords a remarkable illustration of 
the effects of preventive measures in this 
disease, and also furnishes a complete refu- 
tation of the idea, often promulgated by 
those ignorant of the subject, that vaccina- 
tion had lost its protective power against 
smallpox. 

‘* Within the last six months, ending with 
this date, the smallpox has appeared in this 
city at four different times, and in four 
different localities.’’ 

As to the protective power of vaccina- 
tion, he says “ we often see statements in 
the public papers, that vaccination has lost 
its protective power against smallpox, or 
that it has run out, implying that the vac- 
cine virus has lost, either in kind or in de 
gree, some of the properties that it pos- 
sessed when first discovered. On account 
of an unusual prevalence of smallpox, du- 
ring the last fall and winter, in California, 
as well as in Chicago, St. Louis, and other 
of our midland cities, these statements in 
the newspapers have been more frequent 
than usual. It is probable that there are 
many persons in the community who are 
inclined to believe them, or, at least, to 
think that there is some foundation for 
them. And yet there is not one particle of 
truth inthem. The character and proper- 
ties of vaccine virus are as perfect, and its 
protective power against smallpox is as 
certain and effectual, in Providence, to-day, 
as it was when discovered by Jenner. 

“The proof of this is seen, first, in the 
character and effects of the vaccine virus 





DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


itself; and second, in the results of its 
application in the community.”’ 

He further adds: ‘‘ In Providence during 
the past winter, smallpox has been stopped 
four different times, by vaccination. No 
one can believe that if there had been no 
protective power in vaccination, the disease 
could have been arrested under the circum- 
stances in which it appeared. But there 
is more direct and positive proof than this, 
of the protective power of vaccination at 
the present time. 

“During this present month of April, 
1869, I have had a case of smallpox in a 
family where there were three persons 
wholly unprotected, and one other person 
with only partial protection. I vaccinated 
them all, and though they remained in the 
family, and went freely in and out of the 
room with the smallpox, until recovery, 
not one of them had the slightest symptoms 
of the disease. Was there any evidence of 
a weakened protective power of vaccination 
in that case? And yet, during this same 
time, an article appeared in one of our daily 
papers taking the ground that vaccination 
had lost its protective power against small- 
pox. But this is no exceptional case. I 
have had scores of similar cases during the 
last fourteen years. 

‘*Tt may be assumed, positively, that the 
remarkable exemption from smallpox, en- 
joyed by this city during the last fourteen 
years, as already described, has been wholly 
owing to the protective power of vaccina- 
tion. 

“ The following facts, from the experience 
of the past fourteen years, furnish addi- 
tional evidence upon this subject :— 

“* During the fourteen years, nearly, July, 
1855, to April, 1869, ten thousand four 
hundred and sixty-four (10,464) persons 
have been vaccinated in my office. Very 
many more, of course, have been vaccina- 
ted, in the same time, by other physicians 
in the city. 


“‘ During the same fourteen years, I have 


myself given certificates of vaccination to 
sixteen thousand three hundred and thirty- 
two (16,332) children to enter the public 
schools. Probably nine-tenths of these 
certificates were given by me, solely from 
the evidence furnished by the vaccination 
scar, and because I had full faith in the 
protection furnished by vaccination against 
the smallpox. Now note the result! 

‘* During these same fourteen years I have 
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known of nearly every case of smallpox in 
Providence, and have visited the greater 
portion of them myself, and I have never, 
during this time, seen or heard of a single 
case of smallpox in any scholar in the pub- 
lic schools, who had received a vaccination 
certificate. These facts certainly seem to 


prove that vaccination has not lost its pro- 
tective power.”’ 


Heifer Vaccination.—It is stated that 
Dr. Martin, of B , has obtained per- 
mission to import, free of duty, four heifers 
from France, for purposes of procuring virus 
for vaccination. This heifer virus, we have 
good reasons for believing, is entirely inef- 
fectual as a protection from smallpox. The 
evidence that such is the case seems proved 
by the results of trial with it in Paris dur- 
ing the recent epidemic of smallpox, as 
stated in our previous No.,p. 110. If the 
vaccine virus has been deteriorated, we 
must recur to the Jennerian virus, the 
source of which we noticed above. 

In connection with this subject we may 
quote the following statement which shows 
how nearly one may come to a great dis- 
covery without having the discernment to 
know it or to apply their observations to a 
useful purpose :— 

Mr. Rolph, in a letter to Dr. Beddoes 
(appendix to a translation of Gimbernat’s 
new method of operating for femoral her- 
nia), states: ‘‘ With a view to secure a 
family where the natural smallpox was ap- 
prehended, he inoculated, among others, a 
man who never received the infection, 
though the operation was repeatedly per- 
formed with undiluted matter, and though 
he was for days exposed to contagion from 
living in the same room with a man who 
died of the disease. 

“‘It is worthy of remark that this man 
had some years before a complaint incident 
to cows, and commonly called the cowpox ; 
a malady more unpleasant than dangerous. 
It is generally received by contact in milk- 
ing. In the human species the complaint 
is sometimes local; at other times absorb- 
tion takes place, and the glands in the 
course of the absorbents become indurated 
and painful. When this is the case, I have 
learned from my own observation and the 
testimony of some old practitioners, that 
susceptibility to the smallpox is destroyed. 
Some advantage may in time be derived 
from this fact.”’ 
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It seems amazing that Mr. Rolph did not } sion of the os calcis’’ which was pablished 
turn these observations to a useful purpose, ;in the “Bellevue and Charity Hospitals 
but leave it to Jenner to immortalize him- ; Reports,’’ and noticed in the American 
self by so doing. ‘ Journal of the Medical Sciences for April, 
‘ult., the reviewer states in conclusion :— 
Hydrate of Chloral i in the Treatment of} ‘‘ This paper (which has evidently been 
Cerebro-spinal meningitis —Dr. A. Pat-! prepared with a good deal of care) would 
ton, of Vincennes, Ind., calls attention fille gap in surgical literature had it not 
(“Indiana Journ. Med.,’’ July, 1870) to been anticipated by the very exhaustive 
the hydrate of chloral in cerebro-spinal memoir of M. Polaillon, which was pub- 
meningitis, though the theoretical consi- lished in the numbers of the Archives 
derations which he adduces in favour of it | Générales de Médecine for September and 
may not be well founded, still, the practice ; October, 1869, and of which a brief abstract 
may be efficacious. He says that he has‘ appeared in the quarterly summary of this 
employed the chloral in four well-marked ; Journal for January, 1870, pp. 264-266.” 
cases of cerebro-spinal meningitis, This; I write this by way of explanation, for 
treatment ‘‘ for the first four days in all the { my article was handed in for publication, 
cases was hydrate of chloral in from ten to as is known by Professor J. E. Taylor, 
forty grain doses every two hours, dis- {several months previously to the appear- 
solved in water or simple syrup. The uni-’ ance of M. Polaillon’s excellent memoir, 
form effect of the medicine in all the cases ' but owing to the unfortunate delay in the 
was to produce complete relaxation of the ’ preparation of the reports, it has only re- 
muscles, promptly relieving the tetanic § cently been published. 
contractions of the muscles of the back, Very respectfully yours, 
etc. A quiet, refreshing sleep was substi- F. A. Burratt, M. D. 
tuted for the restlessness and delirium. } 
The pain in the head and muscles was re- 
lieved as well as the nausea and vomiting. 
The hyperesthesia of the surface ey ee one following are the results ob- 
place to a partial anzsthesia, and in all the ;tained by Prof. C. F. Cuanptsr, from the 
cases the most formidable symptoms yielded ; analyses of fifteen so-called hair tonics and 
in less than twenty-four hours. But in two } restoratives, 


Analysis of Hair Tonics and Restora- 





of the cases an irritative fever was de-} Rie 5 a dl 
veloped, which continued three and four } fluidounce. 


weeks, All recovered without any un-} Clark’s Distilled Restorative for 


pleasant sequela, except the loss of an eye ; the Hair, ; . oll 
by one. The treatment for the secondary > Chevalier’s Life for the Hair, . 1.02 
Circassian Hair Rejuvenator, . 2.71 


fever was aconite and iodide of potass. 
These were all little girls from six to four-$ Ayer’s Hair Vigor, .  . 
teen years of age, and that three of them; Wood's Hair Restorative,. . 3.08 
were saved by this remedy I feel certain.} O’Brien’s Hair Restorative of 
But whether or not the medicine will con- America, . 3.28 
trol thie most formidable disease in strong} Gray’s Celebrated Hair Restora. 
vigorous men, is yet to be determined by tive, . . ° : 
future experiments.’’ Phalon’s Vitalia, ‘i - 469 
Ring’s Vegetable Ambrosia, - 5.00 
Mrs. S. A. Allen’s World's Hair 
Restorer, . 5 57 
L. Knittels’ Indian Hair To. 


[Excision of the Os Calcis.—The follow- 
ing note was intended for insertion in the 
July number of the American Journal of 


the Medical Sciences, but being crowded out nique, 6 29 
we give it a place here in order toafford Dr.} Hall’s Vegetable Sicilien Hair 
Burrall the earliest opportunity to offer his Renewer, . 7.13 
desired explanation in regard to his paper} Tebbetts’ Physiolegion! Hair 
on excision of the os calcis.— Ep.] Regenerator, : 7.44 
New York, April 17, 1870, 26 West 11th St.} Martha Washington Hair Resto- 
ralive, : 9 80 


Isaac Hays, M. D., Dear Sir: Ina 
favourable review of my article on ‘‘ exci- 











Singer’s Hair Restorative, ° * 16.39 
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Osrtvary Recorp.—Died suddenly, in/ smell; but there is no sign of speech re- 


Paris, July 5th, Cuartes A. Porz, M.D A turning to her. 


formerly Professor of Surgery in St. Louis 
Medical College. Dr. P. was devoted to his 
profession, and was one of the most skilful 
and esteemed surgeons of the Mississippi 
Valley, and generally beloved for his kind- 
ness of heart and great benevolence. 

— in Cincinnati, June 3d, Lanvon C. 
Rives, M.D., in the 80th year of his age. 


When she desires to re- 
spond in the affirmative the mouth is widely 
opened ; when in the negative the lips are 
contracted. She can smile, and is at times 
sorrowful; but no human sound of any 
kind can escape her. She is more mute 
than the most dumb patient I have ever 
seen. What a contrast! Six weeks ago 
the girl possessed all her faculties—wag 


Dr. R. had some years since retired from ¢ liberal of speech, and I believe, for I have 


practice, but he was for a long period one 
of the leading physicians of Cincinnati, and 
occupied a professorial chair. 
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Entire loss of Speech; the Sequence of} 


myself heard her speak, expressed herself 
with a clear, a distinct, and unhesitating 
utterance. The poor child seems at times 
'o feel acutely the heavy affliction which 
has befallen her. 

Another medical gentleman has seen the 
girl with me on several occasions, and we 
are unable to account for this distressing 


Typhoid Fever. By J. Waninc-CurkaN — complication. There is no paralysis, no 


The following case is a very interesting 
one, and the loss of speech a very unusual 
consequence Of typhoid fever. 

J. C., a husbandman, was seized with 
typhoid fever, which ran the ordinary course. 
During his illness, three of his children, his 
‘brother-in-law, and his wife, became in- 
fected with the disease also. The children 


symptoms of cerebral mischief, no wasting 
of any of the muscles, nothing unusual to 
be observed about the throat or tongue. 
The girl eats well, digests her food freely, 
and sleeps well. There is perfect power in 
all the limbs. 

Everything has been done that science 
or art could suggest to restore the voice, 


were the first to become ill. There was} but without success. Bored with the ques- 
nothing unusual in the symptoms of any 


except the daughter, a fine intelligent girl, 
aged seven years, whom I had previously 
known, having had occasion to visit pro- 
fessionally at her father’s house. 

The fever commenced with her in the 
usual way. She expressed herself suffer- 
ing from the ordinary symptoms; but on 
the seventh day of the fever her speech left 
her entirely. She lay like a statue, taking 
food and medicine when offered her, putting 
out her tongue when requested, and making 
signs when she required the urinary appa- 
ratus in the night chair—a striking contrast 
to the delirious condition of, and impatience 
evinced by, those in the same house suffer- 
ing trom the same disease. At one time 
she became perfectly unconscious, and re- 
mained in that state five days, opening her 
mouth for food as a young bird in a nest 
will, if I may be permitted to use ths si- 
mile, without any attempt of elevating the 
eyelids. ‘I'he fever ran its usual course, 
and on the twenty-first day she had a 
favourable crisis. It is now three weeks 
since then; the girl is rapidly recovering 
her strength; possesses all her faculties ; 





the sense of taste, hearing, feeling, and 


tion ‘* Shall she recover her speech?’’ we 
have hoped against hope, and we prevari- 
cated with the expectation that as the girl 
grew stronger the power which she is de- 
prived of would be returned her, but of this 
there is no sign, and I fear little hope of 
our best wishes being ever realized. 

The case recorded demonstrates, how- 
ever simple a disease typhoid fever may 
appear to be, how complicated it may be- 
come at times, how disastrous it may prove 
itself by causing afflictions like the present, 
which no art can modify, or method of 
treatment remedy. 

P. S.—Since the foregoing was written 
(three weeks ago), for I intended before 
publishing the case to see what the lapse of 
a little time longer might effect, I regret to 
say, although my patient is in every respect 
well, her speech has not been restored to 
her; nor has she made -the Jeast vocal 
sound. A nurse well known to me, has 
been in constant attendance at the house 
for five weeks, and she would not deceive 
me. There are no symptoms of localized 
paralysis, nor other cerebral mischief of any 
kind. —Medical Press and Circular, June 
22, 1870. 
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Crisis from Fever by Salivation.—Mr. J.' an absence of the line on the gums indica. 
Warine-Corran relates (Med. Press and tive of mercurial salivation, but in every 
Circular, June 22,) a very unusual case’ other respect the case resembled one of 
of this. : profuse salivation. It is very difficult to 

E. J. D., a fine healthy boy of eleven‘ understand the cause of this form of crisis ; 
years of age, was seized with typhoid fever ; that it was owing to reflex nervous agency 
in common with six other members of the ‘there can be little doubt ; but finding the 
family. With the rest he battled most‘ youth collected, having had a couple of 
favourably against the fever until the day ‘ hours’ refreshing sleep in the morning, and 
of crisis arrived, when the saliva began to; in the evening symptoms of salivation pre- 
trickle from his mouth. I paid little atten- { senting, seems surprising. The teeth ex- 
tion to the circumstances, knowing that he ; tracted were perfect and free from disease. 
had not a particle of mercury throughout { ts 
his illness. I gave him freely to drink of Lintnent in Fissure of Anee.~Dimele 
chlorate of potas water. In the coume ofa art of.tannic acid in cimteen arts a 
couple of day s the aymprome become egyre- bathe A piece of lint inte this 
Sills ie Ge ean oe eee should be introduced night and 
saliva literall ran ina continuous stream | WOrning into the vectom. The bowels 

y z should be kept open. By means of this 
from the angles of the mouth. Upon the reparation M. Van Ho tssex, its originator, 
fourth day after the symptoms commenced { pipet ded in healing anal ent 
the teeth loosened, and he could not be re- have resisted the division of the sphincter. 
strained from removing them; left alone —L’Union Médicale 
one afternoon, he extracted four teeth, and ‘ 
in the course of a few days several others. 
The head and face and neck at this stage} Morphkia Collodion.—Mix together one 
were much swelled and cedematous. The; part of hydrochlorate of morphia and thirty 
boy could not move his lips, and it was with ; parts of flexible collodion. The collodion 
difficulty he could swallow; accordingly, ’ is applied by means of a camel’s-hair brush 
we were forced to sustain him by nutritious | to the seat of neuralgic pains. Should these 
enemata, of wine, beef-tea, and cream, occur periodically, larger or smaller doses 
with a little opium added. Although the’ of the sulphate or the valerianate of quinia 
interior of the mouth was mopped out‘ are to be given besides.—Ibid. 
several times a day abscesses soon formed, aS 
the stench from the discharge of which was a ee 
intolerable, and the wid gradually got a third apparently deaperane ease of trauma- 
wenn 47 es, Spe 05 wath Gey Hem the tic tetanus occurring in a woman, aged 19, 
period of crisis taking place. ees other | which he succeeding in curing by large doses 
members of the wr ily gipree wattage quinia and laudanum, aided by chloro- 
ably, never once evincing a similar train of form friction. In the seventeen days of 
ee. . treatment 34 grammes of quinia, 25 of 

I saw the boy every day, and sometimes “ 
twice a day, throughout his illness, as there aon ta ae yond 

. . ie ° ”? ’ 
ae so 4 pre: picid wg — ae ‘from Gazette Med. Lombards, June 4, 1870. 
needing advice as is usual in such cases at 
such a time. Upon the morning of the : ' ¢ 
twenty-first day of his fever, I found him de la Gironde) a case of popliteal aneuriem 
going on favourably. He had slept a couple : cured by forced flexion. The subject of it 
of hours, and the pulse appeared to have ; ¥@5 & physician. 
gone down in frequency, and the tempera- 
ture of the body was lower; but having; Accountof Dr. Beauperthuy’s Treatment 
occasion to call in the evening the nurse ; of Leprosy. By R. H. Baxewe t, M. D., of 
directed my attention to the pillow case, ; Trinidad.—In redemption of the promise 
being wet with the constant flow of saliva. : made to the public, and in accordance with 

I never saw a better marked or a more ‘the convention between Dr. Brassac, Dr. 
severe example of salivation. There was Beauperthuy, and myself, I now proceed to 


Dr. Durvy relates (L’ Union Médicale 
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publish the treatment employed by Dr. the action of the alcohol. This is a most 
Beauperthuy for the cure of leprosy. ‘ valuable application, acting slowly, but very 

My state of health prevents me from ' powerfully. i 
drawing up any reportat present of thecases; Fifth. A strong solution of nitrate of sil- 
in which I have tried the treatment, but Iver and copper, made by dissolving silver 
may state the results are so far perfectly | coin in strong nitric acid, and mixing the 
satisfactory, that the tubercules are entirely ; nitrate thus obtained with an equal bulk of 
removed, the sensibility and power of move- ‘ distilled water.‘ 
ment in paralyzed limbs are restored, and} Sixth. Frictions night and morning over 
the general health improved. I have had ; the whole of the body with cocoanut oil. 
four cases under treatment. The method; Seventh. A bath with soap and water, 
of Dr. Beauperthuy consists of: taken before the frictions. 

First. A nourishing and abundant diet;; The above are employed in all cases. 
salt-fish or meat, and pork are prohibited } Where the feet are much affected, as the 
entirely ; so are spirits ; light wine (Bor- | more caustic applications are inconvenient, 
deaux) is allowed in moderation to those | Dr. Beauperthuy has employed with great 
accustomed to it. Fresh meat should be? benefit, baths of hot cocoanut oil, heated to 
given every day. 100° Fahr. These must only be employed 

Second. The patients should live in as; under the’ direct supervision of an intelli- 
healthy a locality as possible, and not in’ gent assistant with the thermometer in his 
the neighbourhood of marshes, etc. They hand, as of course the patient’s sensations 
are required to sleep under musquito nets: cannot be trusted to. 
so as to prevent the sting of insects, which} The above are the main points in Dr. 
irritate and inflame the skin, and perhaps! Beauperthuy’s treatment. I have only to 
propagate the disease. Not more than two‘ add that it is advisable to try the caustic ap- 
persons are to occupy the same room; and : plications over but a small surface at first, as 
it is better ifeach has a separate room. their effect will naturally vary somewhat, 

Third. Internal remedies varying accord- according to the constitution of the patient ; 
ing to the condition of the patient are given. ‘ and that it requires great firmness to resist 
The principal one is bichloride of mercury ; the entreaties of the patients, after they have 
or corrosive sublimate in doses of one-fif-: seen the effect of the first application, to 
teenth of a grain twice a day. Dr. Beau-; have them made more frequently, and over 
perthuy has also lately been trying the? a larger surface than is prudent.—Medical 
effect of alkalies. He is still engaged in} Times and Gaz., May 21, 1870. 
investigation on this part of the treatment, 
and this is the chief reason for not having 
made it public before. Quinia is given Urine in Relopsing Fever—Dr. Mey- 
where fever occurs, and other remedies as: moTT T1py has published six analyses of 
occasion may require. urine from patients affected with relapsing 

Fourth. To remove the tubercles and‘ fever in the late epidemic. The patients 
promote exudation, the oil of cashew-nut : were treated in the London Hospital, and 
(huile d’acajou) obtained by the spontaneous: were typical cases of the fever. We are 
evaporation of an alcoholic tincture of the ; not aware of any one having previously in- 
nut, which must be well pounded in a stone ‘ ; vestigated the urine in thia disease, and 
or wooden mortar before being exposed to‘ ‘ therefore quote Dr. Tidy’s results :— 


* Total solid Chlorides Uric acid Urea 

Sp. gr. pr. 1000 gr. pr. 1000 gr. pr. 1000 gr. pr. 1000 gr. 
1024 «. 45.8 _ 

1024.2 ... 42.7 ... 6.48(?) 10.8 

1021.2 ... 33.1 ... 3.12 1.1 

1016.8 ... 30.3 .. iy poe 0.4 

0.8, 

0.6 


1 
S ase 
3 


- 
eee 


1023. ... 82.2 .. 3 , 
6......107.5 o- 10086 .. 12.1 . - ove -68 


1 This I have only employed to rouse the ac- what I have principally used. The nitrate “«* sil- 
tion of the skin where there had been anesthesia ver is never applied to the face.—R. H. B., May 
for four or five years, The oil of cashew-nut is (11, 
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In the cases where the temperature is : 
very high (Nos. 2, 4, and 6), the amount : 
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ated and elongated) until it also was carried 
away. In the former case, the cell, shorn 


of urea is very large, and the chlorides cor- } of part of its substance, still remained out- 


respondingly small, with one exception, 
where the chlorides seem to be present in 
a most unusual quantity. 

In those cases where the examination 
showed a lower temperature (Nos. 1, 3, and 
5), the urea is diminished in quantity, and 
the chlorides are increased. 

The amount of uric acid is very variable, 
possibly differing according to the peculiari- 
ties of each case.—Medical Press and Cir- 
cular, June 29, 1870. 

Penetration of Capillaries by Pigment 
Cells. —T'he wanderings or migrations of 
the white corpuscles, described by Cohn 
heim and Von Recklinhausen, from the 
interior of the vessels into the surrounding 
tissues, are now very generally, though by 
no means universally, admitted. * * * 

An important piece of corroborative evi- 
dence in favour of the migratory view has 
recently been supplied by Dr. Saviorrt, of 
Turin. This observer being engaged in 
studying the inflammatory process in the 
web at the foot of the frog, first obtained a 
circumscribed spot of inflammation by 


means of a drop of collodion, and after a 
few days found the pigment cells of the ir- 
ritated spot accumulated around the vessels 
in a contracted condition, and in the course 
of a short time that they had entirely disap- 


peared. He immediately applied himself 
to the question of explaining the mode of 
their disappearance. In other frogs he ex- 
cited inflammation by dropping on the web 
a small quantity of a 2 per cent. solution of 
sulphuric acid. Again, afier a few days, he 
saw that the pigment cells had accumulated 
around the bloodvessels, and that, though 
they still preserved their contractility, their 
processes were leas branched and numerous 
than natural. On further examination, he 
now observed that these processes began to 
penetrate the walls of the adjacent capillaries 
and small veins, causing an obstruction to 
the onward movement of the red corpusclea 
on their proximal side, while a clear space 
was observable ox their distal side, occupied 
only by serum. And nowone of two things 
occurred: either the process of the cell 
broke off, and was swept away by the blood 
current, or the whole cell gradually squeezed 





itself through the capillary wall (the part 


within the vessel becoming greatly attenue 


side the vessel; in the latter, it of course 
disappeared entirely. As regards the time 
occupied in these phenomena, Dr. Saviotti 
finds that the cell processes penetrate the 
vessels in a period varying from three to six 
hours, and that it takes about the same 
length of time for the whole cell to follow 
and to be washed away from the internal 
suriace, to which it long remains adherent. 

These observations seem to us to be of 
very great importance, as throwing light on 
the phenomena of absorption. Hitherto, we 
believe, the entrance of solid substances 
from without into the bloodvessels has only 
been noticed by Von Recklinhausen, but 
these observations are of so precise a cha- 
racter, and so easily capable of being repeat- 
ed, that we trust that they will stimulate 
other observers to further inquiry.—Lancet, 
May 28th, 1870. 

The Germ Theory.—The number of the 
Lancet for July 9th last contains the fol- 
lowing startling article :— 

‘Tt has been the lot of Professor Trn- 
DALL, by his lecture on Dust and Disease, to 
excite or to quicken in the public mind an 
interest about a scientific problem of the 
deepest importance, but of such a nature 
that, until then, its very conditions were 
known only to the scientific. It has since 
been discussed, with more or less display 
of ignorance of these conditions, by a large 
proportion of the general press. Amid or 
beneath all this turmoil, and quite indepen- 
dently of it, the work of real investigation 
has been going on; and Dr. Cuartton 
Bastian has put forth, in Nature, what is 
perhaps the most important contributiun 
yet made towards the solution of the great 
question that really underlies all controver- 
sies about germs. That question is, to de- 
termine whetifer there is any line of demar- 
cation between animate and inanimate mat- 
ter—any essential difference between vital 
and merely physical properties—any such 
thing as life except as the sum of actions 
depending upon forces that are strictly cor- 
relative with motion, and that, like heat or 
light, are merely the expressions of the con- 
version of motion under given conditions. 
Dr. Bastian himself states the problem by 
comparing the commencement of a low or- 
ganism to the commencement of a crystal ; 
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and argues that we have no more reason to nal paper in which they may be found. Dr. 
infer the pre-existence of a germ in one case’ Bastian has a work upon the subject in 


than in the other. 


He details an elaborate | progress; and his papers in Nature may be 


series of experiments, seemingly performed { regarded as pilot balloons, sent up to show 
with all due care, and showing, as far as they } him the directions in which his views will 
go, that low forms of life become developed | be criticized, and the nature of the attacks 


in organic fluids without the presence of air, 
absolutely in vacuo, and in fluids that have 
been previously raised to temperatures that 
are universally admitted to be destructive to 
the vitality of all known germs. And not 
in organic fluids only, but in saline solutions, 


and in saline solutions containing no car-‘ 


bon, and in which that element has been re- 
placed by silicon. Such results, when the 
experiments producing them have been pro- 
perly repeated end tested by other obser- 
vers, will go far to strike at the root of whole 
systems of thought that are at present 
cherished by large numbers of earnes! peo- 
ple. And yet, as we have often had occa- 
sion to maintain, the doctrine of germs, and 
especially of the germinal origin of disease, 
almost requires the doctrine of spontaneous 
generation as its complement. A germinal 
theory may serve to explain the occasional 
rapid or extensive diffusion of epidemics; 
but it encounters overwhelming difficulties 
when called upon to explain their com- 





| 


to which they will be subjected. We con- 
fess to a hope that they may hereafter be 
proved to be true. Their complete estab- 
lishment would greatly simplify some of the 
most difficult problems by which life is 
beset; and would confer lasting fame upon 
an earnest and truth-seeking worker.” 
Condensation of Ct of Carbon 
with Separation of Water, and their Impor- 
tance in Plant Life-—Herr A. Kexutf, of 
Bonn, has discovered that common acetic 
aldehyde may pass over very easily, and 
even spontaneously, into crotonic aldehyde, 
which then yields the well-known crotonic 
acid. ‘The transformation is easily under- 
stood by supposing that two molecules of 
the first aldehyde, by elimination of water 
are condensed into a single molecule, and 
this appears to be of very great importance 
in explaining the formation of substances 
richer in carbon, and more complicated, 
out of simpler ones. Herr Kekulé proposes 


Asnatss 





mencement. The facts of life point almost} to study and explain these processes more 


irresistibly to the conclusion that epidemic 
diseases may originate de novo from certain 
combinations of conditions ; and it is hardly 
possible to believe that the germs of all past 
or present pestilences were coeval in their 
beginnings with the peopling of the earth 
by man; and yet, if not, and if these pes- 
tilences do indeed depend upon living and 
organic self-multiplying poisons, the doctrine 
of spontaneous generation would be at once 
established. The conditions which called 
such poisons into existence must be them- 
selves capable of precise repetition ; and the 
cause being present, the effect will surely 
follow. To our minds, this mode of consi- 
dering the question gives to sanitary work 
a far higher aim, and a far more definite ob- 
ject, than it would otherwise possess; and 
points to the permanent maintenance of a 
high standard of physical or moral cleanli- 
ness as the only means of preserving a high 
standard of public health. We do not, of 
course, in any way pledge ourselves to the 
eorrectness of Dr. Bastian’s conclusions ; 
but we desire to call the attention of our 


readers to their importance, and to the origi- } 





exactly ; but in the mean time many specu- 
lations will arise out of them. Thus Herr 
Bayer, of Berlin, has developed his views 
on plant-life and on fermentation. Accord- 
ing to his explanation, sugar is not formed 
in plants, as has hitherto been supposed, by 
the splitting up of substances of compli- 
cated composition, but synthetically from 
carbonic acid and the products of their re- 
duction, among which Herr Bayer believes 
may be included methyl-aldehyde, dis- 
covered by Professor Hofmann. This 
aldehyde has the same composition as 
sugar, but asmaller molecular weight ; and, 
by the union of several molecules of methyl- 
aldehyde, sugar might be produced. Herr 
Kekulé also believes this to be probable. 
In fermentation, Herr Bayer thinks that, 
as a consequence of the internal movement 
which is a part of this process, an accumu- 
lation of oxygen takes place within the 
molecules of sugar, which results in its 
separation into alcohol and carbonic acid. 
The elimination and absorption of water in 
different ways, which the theory points out, 
appear to be processes of the greatest im- 
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portance in the changes of carbon-combina- 
tions in plants—Med. Times and Gaz., 
July 9, 1870. 

Influence of Athletie Sports on Health.— 
Dr. FarquHaRson read a paper on this 
subject before the Medical Society of Lon- 
don. Exercise, he considered, was ne- 
cessary, not only to preserve the balance 
between body and mind, but to promote 
the functions of life. It might, however, 
be potent either for good or evil; and da- 
mage was often done by persons of seden- 
tary habits indulging, without due prepara- 
tion, in such exertions. Dr. Richardson 
had, in the ‘Social Science Review,” 
drawn attention to the dangers of volun- 
teering in this relation. The nervous sys- 
tem had, even in repose, a heavy strain to 
bear; and if to this any sudden addition 
were made, the destructive processes were 
apt to exceed those of repair. The influ- 
ence of the mind was, however, necessary 
for beneficial exercise; and athletics 
seemed best to supply this combination. 
The Germans, French, and Americans 
were behind us in this respect. Dr. Far- 
quharson then showed that muscular de- 
generation was the result of excessive, as 
well as of deficient work. It was not 
likely that such results would follow our 
present system of sports; but there was 
reason to fear the danger of their being 
carried too far in our public schools, and 
thus checking mental progress, and dulling 
the clearness and sharpness of the brain. 
He next referred to the sports in detail. 
Rowing had been condemned by Mr. Skey 
and Dr. Richardson; but Dr. Farquharson 
endeavoured to show that, from the great 
care exercised in picking and training 
crews, boating was less dangerous than 
these eminent authorities supposed. Gym- 
nastics must be cautiously used when the 
frame was consolidated. Our public school 
boys or university men required valuable 
moral as well as physical training. It was 
argued that if the education of girls was 
eventually to be assimilated to that of men, 
they must also graduate in manly sports. 
In the treatment of the insane active em- 
ployment was most beneficial. An inte- 
resting letter from Dr. Langdon Down 
was read, showing the remarkable results 
which had obtained with idiots at Earls- 
wood Asylum. As regarded the proper 
dose of exercise every one must be his own 
physician under ordinary circumstances ; 
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but Dr. Farquharson believed that he had 
seen cases of irritable heart improved by a 
moderate amount, and quoted a case by Dr. 
Stokes in which relief from violent cardiac 
dyspnea was only obtained by running, 
While serving in the Coldstream Guards, 
he had met with several cases of dilated 
heart in recruits from over-exertion. He 
condemned running ; cricket he considered 
harmless. As to football, Dr. Farquhar- 
son’s experience had been derived from 
Rugby; and, although the game was ap- 
parently played there with great violence, 
an accurate list of the casualties during the 
past two years showed that it was compa- 
ratively harmless. One case of serious 
injury to the spine had occurred, and steps 
were taken to remove the apparently ob- 
jectionable features of the game. It was 
not unreasonable to suppose that, although 
permanently serious results did not often 
follow that game of football in which the 
ball was carried by the player, necessitat- 
ing falls on the head and injury to the spine, 
the sharpness and clearness of the mind 
must be blunted; and he quoted the opi- 
nion of an eminent educational authority 
to this effect.—Brit. Med. Journ., Jan. 15, 
1870. 


Influence of the Sewing Machine on 
Health.—M. Lecaisne, who has paid much 
attention to this subject, presented a me- 
moir to the Académie de Médecine on the 
Sewing Machine, which is summed up in 
these conclusions: 1. The effects on the 
muscular system differ in nowise from those 
of all excessive muscular exertion of certain 
of the limbs, to the exclusion of the others. 
They are not produced at all in women who 
work only two or three hours a day, and 
generally disappear afier a while in those 
who work longer. 2. While admitting that 
all excessive labour in women is a power- 
ful cause of disturbance of the digestive 
organs, the sewing machine cannot be 
accused of especially causing disorders 
which are met with in sixteen out of twenty 
women pursuing all varieties of calling in 
Paris. 3. Certain affections of the respira- 
tory organs- as, fur example, dyspnaa— 
are met with just as frequently in women 
employing the needle as the sewing ma- 
chine. 4. The noise and trepidation of the 
instrument produce slight disorder of the 
nervous system at first, but the women 
soon become accustomed to them, and they 
then produce no injurious effect. 5. A 
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careful inquiry has also convinced him that 
women employing the sewing machine are, 
ceteris paribus, not more liable than any 
other workwomen to metrorrhagia, abortion, 
leucorrheea, or peritonitis, the facts which 
have been adduced in evidence being simple 
coincidences or the results of excessive 
labour. 6. Supposing even that some of 
the reproaches to the machine were well 
founded, they would be of no great import- 
ance in face of the constantly increasing em- 
ployment of: steam and other motor powers. 
7. As regards those machines still set in 
motion by women, those with isochronous 
pedals are preferable to those with alter. 
nating pedals. 8. In fine, M. Decaisne is 
of opinion that the machine, when employed 
within reasonable limits, and without fa- 
tiguing the worker, as is too often done, is 
not attended with any more inconvenience 
for the health than working at the needle. 
In proof of this, he states that he has found 
it impossible to discover in twenty-eight 
women, from 18 to 40 years of age, and 
working from three to four hours a day, 
any ill effect whatever attributable to the 
machine.—Med. Times and Gaz., July 9, 
1870. 


Smallpoz in London.—It is stated 
(Lancet, July 9th, 1870) that this disease 


is on the increase all over London. More 
cases have been taken into the smallpox 
hospital in the last half year than in the 
whole of 1869. The respective numbers 
were 525 in the last half year, and 405 in 
1869. This is ascribed to the neglect of 
vaccination. 

University of Edinburgh.—Dr. ALEXAN- 
DER Simpson has been elected to the chair 
of midwifery in this school, rendered va- 
cant by the death of his uncle, Sir James 
Y. Simpson. 

This election it would seem from our late 
English journals has given great dissatis- 
faction, the claims of his competitors, Dr. 
J. Matthews Duncan and Dr. Keiller, espe- 
cially those of the former being considered 
much greater. 

Improved Method of Plugging or Stop- 
ping Teeth.—Mr. Napizr read a paper on 
this subject before the Medical Society of 
London, and exhibited some specimens in 
which the cavities caused by decay were 
severally filled up with hippopotamus ivory, 
mother-of-pearl, and India-rubber, vulcan- 
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ized to the consistence of ebony. Mr. Na- 
pier desires to obviate the necessity for using 
metal in any form for stopping teeth, and 
read this paper with a view to prove the im- 
portance of the object he advocated. He 
argues that one of the principal causes of 
chronic inflammation in teeth that have 
been stopped according to the method now 
in general use, is that metal is a readier 
conductor of heat and cold than the natural 
substance of which a tooth is composed. 
The improvements he advocated would 
benefit both operator and patient.—Lancet, 
May 28th, 1870. 

Succedaneum of Quinia.—M. Pavia, an 
Italian professor of chemistry, has isolated, 
from the leaves and roots of boxwood, an 
alkaloid which he calls bussine. This sub- 
stance has been tried in the treatment of 
marsh fever by several physicans in Italy, 
and with success at the rate of 75 per cent., 
quinia generally 80 per cent. of cures. It 
should be mentioned that, in several cases, 
gastric uneasiness, pyrosis, thirst, sickness, 
giddiness, and tinnitus aurium were com- 
plained of.—Lancet, May 28th, 1870. 


Osituvary Recorv.—Died, June 29th, 
aged 81 years, Sir James Clark, Bart. K. 
C. B., Physician in Ordinary to the Queen 
of England. For the last ten years he had 
retired from the active duties of his profes- 
sion, but still continued to perform some 
of his court duties. Sir James was one of 
the Nestors of the profession, and enjoyed 
eminent esteem, which was fairly won by 
a career of great usefulness, by his en- 
tire freedom from selfishness and ambition, 
his love of justice, and his singularly simple 
and unassuming manners. His influence 
with the Queen was always exerted for the 
advantage of the profession and with ac- 
knowledged good judgment. 

—In Edinburgh, June 29th, aged 71, 
James Syme, Esq., F.R.S. E., &c., late 
Regius Professor of Clinical Surgery in the 
University of Edinburgh. Mr. S. held a 
first rank among British surgeons. He was 
a cool and most skilful operator, possessed 
great power in diagnosis, and his name is 
associated with some of the most remark- 
able operations on record. 

His contributions to the literature of sur- 
gery were numerous and valuable, and 
through them he is well known in this 
country. 





ERICHSEN’S SURGERY—Just Issued. 


THE SCIENCE AND ART OF SURGERY. 


BEING A TREATISE ON 


SURGICAL INJURIES, DISEASES, AND OPERATIONS. 
By JOHN ERIC ERICHSEN, 
Senior Surgeon in University College Hospital, London, &ec. 
From the Fifth Enlarged and Carefully Revised London Edition. With Additions by Joux 
Asnnorst, Jr., M. D., Surgeon to the Episcopal Hospital, Philadelphia, &c. 
ILLUSTRATED WITH SIX HUNDRED AND TWENTY-FIVE ENGRAVINGS ON WOOD. 


In one very large and beautiful volume, imperial octavo, of over twelve hundred closely printed 
pages: cloth, $7 50; strongly bound in leather, with raised bands, $8 50. 


Whether we regard it as a text-book fur the'med- 
ical strdent, or a guide for the practitioner, it 
deserves our highest praise. Every page bears 
the impress of the conscientious surgeon. The 

eat value of Mr. Erichsen’s Science and Art of 

‘urgery has been too long established to require 

raise at our feeble hands, and the annotations of 

r. Ashhurst, brief from necessity, on account of 
its already great size, nevertheless add to the 
completeness and excellence of the work. To the 
publisher much praise is due for the creditable 
manner in which he has issued this standard trea- 
tise. —Am. Journ. Med. Sciences, Jan, 1870. 

This is asuperb edition of a work which is now 
classical and standard. It is unnecessary to say 
that itis pre-eminent amongall works on the sub- 
ject. Comprehensive as were the previous edi- 
tions, the present one has been greatly enlarged, 
and with the judicious and valuable additions of 
the American editor, constitutes in itself a suffi- 
cient encyclopedia of surgical science and art. It 
has been remodelled and whole chapters rewrit- 
ten. Many of the old wood-cuts have been with- 


drawn, and nearly a hundred new ones of greater 
value introduced.— Chicago Medical Journal, 
Oct. 1869. 

We believe it to be generally admitted that no 
single work, either American or foreign, pertain- 
ing to the principles and practice of surgery, has 


been so universally received with favor as this of 





Professor Erichsen. For ourselves, we may be 
permitted to say, that for the last ten years we 
have been in the constant habit of referring to 
‘*Erichsen,’’ when beset by doubts and difficulties 
in the management of our surgical cases; and 
owing to the completeness of the work in details 
relating to the pathology, diagnosis, and treat- 
ment of the affections falling within the domain 
of surgery, we have seldom failed of obtaining 
the information sought.— Western Journal of 
Medicine, Dec. 1869. 


In the recent republication in this country of 
the last London edition of “ Erichsen’s Surgery” 
the practitioner and student are supplied with a 
guide and text-book which apparently leaves no- 
thing to be desired. Full and complete in every 
esseutial particular, and inculcating the most ad- 
vanced and correct modes of practice, itis certain 
to come into very general use. The additions of 
Dr. Asbhurst, though not extensive, are to the 
point ; they relate chiefly to items of American 
practice —The Journal of Psychological Medi- 
cine, Jan. 1870, 


A noble volume, to review which would require 
an analysis of the whole domain of modern sur- 
gery. Within its comprehensive compass will be 
tound every detail of information which is needed 
by the practical surgeon.—N. Y. Med. Gazette, 
Oct. 23, 1869. 





FOWNES’ CHEMISTRY—Enlarged Edition. 


A MANUAL OF ELEMENTARY CHEMISTRY, 
THEORETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 
By GEORGE FOWNES, Pu.D., 
FROM THE TENTH REVISED AND ENLARGED ENGLISH EDITION. 
With One Hundred and Ninety-seven Illustrations. 
Edited by Rosert Bringes, M D., Professor of Chemistry in the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy. 


In one large and handsome royal 12mo. volume of about 850 closely printed 
pages: extra cloth, $275; leather, $3 25. 


The very favorable reception with which the 
manual of Fownes has always met, placing it in 
the foremost rank as authority, has enabled it to 
hold its place in public estimation, notwithstand- 
ing the defect of not fully representing the present 
condition of chemistry. Itis, therefore, a subject 
of much satisfaction to a large number of chemi- 
cal teachers aud students that this long-needed 
revision should have been presented in its Ame- 
rican garb. The labor required in its preparation, 
which was almost as great as rewriting the book, 
has been ably and thoroughly performed by its 
English editors, Dr. Bence Jones and Mr. Henry 
Watts, equalling in conciseness of language and 
lucidity of ideas the original writing of Fownes. 
—Am. Journ. Med. Sciences, Jan. 1870. 

Enough of the old structure remains, however, 
to give to the work a familiar look to its early 
friends, with mavy of whom it deservedly holds a 
high place among elementary bovks on chemistry. 
Its compurative fulness of detail and general sim- 
plicity of style render it convenient and attrac- 
tive as a book of reference for both teachers and 





students, expecially medical students; while for 
the purposes of a drill book in class-room instruc- 
tions, its very fulness is a bar to its usefulness 
for that purpose. In the hands of an expert 
teacher, however, who is master of the science, 
itis an admirable book, and equally so to the 
student who wishes faithfully to review the 
teachings of the chemical lecture-room.—Silli- 
man’s Journal, Nov. 1869. 


This tenth edition, with its complete revision, 
makes it, in our judgment, the best work for the 
medical man now extant. Organic chemistry 
and snimal chemistry, as applied to medicine, 
are particularly treated in the volume before us, 
which make the work of especial value to the 
er Med, Journal, Dec. 
1869, 





The t of matter cond d into this small 
volume is almost wonderful. It is pre-eminently 
the text-book forthe student and practitioner, and 
will, of course, achieve « large success and wide 
popularity.—Chicago Med. Journal, Oct. 1869. 


HENRY C. LEA, Philadelphia. 





